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At first thought, this difficulty seemed unfortunate, but events 
have proved that there is another point of view, for it gave Wilmington 
an opportunity to set another new example in sanitary policies, namely : 

The Wilmington City Council has just voted to make available 
the sum of $50,000 on loan for the exclusive purpose of changing 
privies to flush closets. The conditions of the loan are as follows: 

The amount loaned is sufficient to meet the expense of installing 
the closets, with sower connection, namely, an average of approxi- 
mately $32 per closet; the property owner gives to the city as security 
his note at 6 per cent and made payable in installments to suit his 
convenience, and secured by a hen on the property. 

By this means the city hopes to induce within the next six months 
a connection to the sewer for every privy within the sewer area of the 
city. This appropriation of $50,000 is in addition to the $50,000 
just voted for the improvements in the water supply, and $10,000 
to be expended in continuing the antimosquito campaign by draining 
and filling in mosquito-breeding places. 

When one considers the geographic location of Wilmington and 
New Hanover, and the fact that its nearby summer resort, Wrights- 
ville Beach, is visited by persons from the various Southern States, 
it is clear that the present New Hanover sanitary campaign is of 
more than local significance. If the present rate of progress con- 
tinues (and there is in sight no indication to the contrary), the 
general educative effect of the campaign will be felt in many parts 
of the South and, further, the improvements will attract to Wilming- 
ton an increasing number of visitors. 



PLAGUE-PKEVENTION WORK. 

ALABAMA— MOBILE. 

The following statement of plague-prevention work in Mobile was 

taken from reports received from Dr. Charles A. Mohr, city health 

officer: 

Examination of rats. 



Week ended— 


Eats col- 
lected. 


Eats ex- 
amined. 


Week ended— 


Eats col- 
lected. 


Eats ex- 
amined. 


1914. 
Nov. 7 


375 
306 

322 


328 
239 
270 


1915. 
Jan. 2 


164 
107 
127 
91 

48 


133 


Nov.21 




84 


Nov. 28. . . , . ........... - 


Jan. 16 


112 








Total 


1,003 


829 




48 




Total 




Dee.12 


299 
252 
225 


276 

221 

70 


537 


453 


Dec. 19 






Dee. 26 








Total 


776 


567 
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The total number of rats examined from August, 1914, to January 
30, 1915, was 9,022. No plague infection was found. 

The total number of premises on which rat proofing was complete 
on January 30, 1915, was 135. From September 1, 1914, to January 
30, 1915, 65 permits to build and notices to rat proof new buildings 
were issued. In addition, 48 stables west of Royal Street were 
inspected, and notices to rat proof were served. 

On February 20, 1915, Dr. Mohr reported as follows: 

Practically all the premises in the rat-proof district having been inspected and 
corresponding instructions issued, the work has now resolved itself into pushing on 
to completion such buildings as have not yet complied with the ordinance, viz, 162 
now working and 216 yet to begin; 234 already completed. Rat catching and exam- 
ination have been discontinued. 

CALIFORNIA. 

The following report of plague-prevention work in California for 
the week ended February 13, 1915, has been received from Passed 
Asst. Surg. Hurley, of the United States Public Health Service, in 
temporary charge of the work: 



San Francisco, Cal. 



RAT PROOFING. 



New buildings: 

Inspections of work under construction . . 301 
Basements concreted (square feet, 2,066) . 2 

Floors concreted (square feet, 12,029) 22 

Yards, passageways, etc. (square feet, 

2,956) 14 

Total area of concrete laid (square feet). . 17, 951 

Class A, B, and C (fireproof) buildings: 

Inspections made.. * 209 

Roof and basement ventilators, etc., 

screened 1 , 870 

Wire screening used (square feet) 10, 940 

Openings around pipes, etc., closed with 

cement 4,519 

Sidewalk lens lights replaced 7, 796 

Old buildings: 

Inspections made 437 

Wooden floors removed 30 

Yards and passageways, planking re- 
moved 18 



eat proofing— continued. 

Old buildings— Continued. 

Cubic feet new foundation walls installed. ;1,38B 
Concrete Soars installed (square feet, 

27,966) 81 

Basements concreted (square feet, 5,425). 8 
Yards and passageways, etc., concreted 

(square feet, 7,525) 25 

Total area concrete laid (square feet) 40,916 

Floors rat proofed with wire cloth (square 

feet, 6,793) 8 

Buildings razed 18 

New garbage cans stamped approved 6W 

Nuisances abated 245 



OPERATIONS ON THE WATER FRONT. 



Vessels inspected for rat guards 

Iieinspections made on vessels 

New rat guards procured 

Defective rat guards repaired 

Vessels on which cargo was inspected. 



19 
31 
21 
« 
2 



Steamers President and Admiral Farragut, from Seattle: 

120 cases milk, household goods, and halibut 

700 sacks flour, bran, meal, and potatoes 

30 tubs lard 
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Kats trapped on wharves and waterfront 25 

Rats trapped on vessels 2t 

Traps set on wharves and waterfront 221 

•Traps set on vessels 45 

Vessels trapped on 11 

Poisons placed on waterfront (pieces) 10,000 

Poisons placed within Panama- Pacific International Exposition grounds (pieces) 7, 200 

Bait used on waterfront and vessels — bacon (pounds) 6 

Amount of bread used in poisoning waterfront (loaves) 34 

Pounds of poison used on waterfront 17 

Vessels searched for dead rats after fumigation 1 

Dead rats taken from vessels after fumigation £2 



RAT3 TAKEN FEOM STEAMER. 

(Not included above.) 

Steamer Keishin Maru: 

Mus alexandrinus 

Mus rattus 



11 

41 



EATS COLLECTED AND EXAMINED FOR PLAGUE. 

Collected , 217 

Examined 236 

Pound infected 

RATS FDENTIFIED. 

Mus norvegicus 86 

Mus rattus 65 

Mus alexandrinus 42 

Mus musculus 24 

Squirrels collected and examined for plague. 

Contra Costa County ...... 133 

San Benito County 11 

Alameda County 1 

Total 145 

Found infected 

Ranches inspected and hunted over. ' 

Contra Costa County 21 

?an Benito County 5 

Alameda County 1 

Total 27 



Record of plague infection. 



Pisces in California. 



Date of 
last case 
of human 
plague. 



Date of 

last case 

of rat 

plague. 



Date of 

last case 

of squirrel 

plague. 



Total number ro- 
dents found in- 
fected since Mav. 
1907. 



Cities: 

San Francisco 

Oakland 

Berkeley 

Los Angeles 

Counties: 

Alameda (exclusive of Oakland 
and Berkeley). 

Contra Costa 

Fresno 

Merced 

Mon erey 

San Benito 

San Joaquin 

San Luis Obispo 

Santa Clara 

Santa Cruz 

Stanislaus 



Jan. 30,1908 
Aug. 9, 1911 
Aug. 28,1907 
Aug. 11,1908 

Sept. 24, 1909 

May 17.1914 
(') 

(') 

r (1) 

June 4, 1913 
Sept. 18, 1911 

(') 
Aug. 31,1910 

( l ) 

(') 



Oct. 23,1803 
Dec. 1,1908 

(') 
Oct. 17,1909 = 

(') 

0) 
0) 

(') 
(') 

0) 

(') 
(') 

0) 

(') 



(') 

(') 

« 

Aug. 21,1908 
Aug. 7, 1914 



Oct. 

Oct. 

July 

Apr. 

Sept. 

Aug. 

Jan. 

July 

May 

June 



23,1914 
27. 1911 
12; 1911 
10; 1914 
26,1914 
26, 1911 
29, 1910 
23,1913 
17, 1910 
2,1911 



398 rats. 
126 rats. 
None. 
1 squirrel. 

286 squirrels, 1 

wood rat. 
1,565 squirrels. 
1 squirrel. 

5 squirrels. 

6 squirrels. 
36 squirrels. 
18 squirrels. 
1 squirrel. 
25 squirrels. 
3 squirrels. 
13 squirrels. 



• None. 



! "Wood rat. 



The work is being carried on in the following-named counties: Alameda, Contra 
Costa, San Francisco, Merced, San Joaquin, Santa Cruz, Stanislaus, San Benito, 
Santa Clara, and San Mateo. 
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LOUISIANA— NEW ORLEANS. 



The following report of plague-prevention work at New Orleans 
for the week ended February 20, 1915, has been received from Surg. 
Corput, of the United States Public Health Service, in temporary 
charge of the work: 



OUTGOING QUARANTINE. 

Vessels fumigated with sulphur 32 

Vessels fumigated with carbon monoxide. . 22 

Vessels fumigated with hydrocyanic gas ... 2 

Pounds of sulphur used 4, 238 

Coke consumed in carbon monoxide fumi- 
gation (pounds) 33,600 

Pounds of potassium cyanide used in hy- 
drocyanic gas fumigation 152J 

Pounds of sodium carbonate used in hydro- 
cyanic gas fumigation 170 

Pounds of sulphuric acid used in hydro- 
cyanic gas fumigation 184 

Clean bills of health issued 30 

Foul bills of health issued 8 

OVERLAND FREIGHT INSPECTION. 

Cars inspected; found in good order; permit- 
ted to load 1,750 

Cars ordered repaired before loading 1, 098 

Total cars inspected 2, 848 

DESTINATION AND NUMBER OF RAILROAD CARS IN- 
SPECTED FOR "WEEK ENDED FEB. 20. 

Alabama 97 

Arkansas 2.5 

California 23 

Canada 1 

District of Columbia 1 

Colorado 2 

Florida 21 

Georgia 40 

Illinois 274 

Indiana 19 

Iowa 11 

Kansas 11 

Kentucky 16 

Louisiana 1, 006 

Massachusetts 1 

Michigan C 

Minnesota 6 

Mississippi 344 

Missouri. 67 



DESTINATION AND NUMBER OF RAILROAD CARS IN- 
SPECTED FOR WEEK ENDED FEB. 20— COntd. 



Nebraska 

New York. 

North Carolina , 
Ohio 



Oklahoma. 

Oregon 

Pennsylvania. . 
South Carolina . 

Tennessee 

Texas 



Virginia 

Washington . 
Wisconsin... 



1 
33 



4 
2 

16 
5 

04 

189 

3 

1 

11 



FIELD OPERATIONS. 

Rats trapped 6,675 

Premises inspected 8, 454 

Notices served 1, 552 

BUILDINGS HAT-PROOFED. 

By elevation 181 

By marginal concrete wall 139 

By concrete floor and wall 332 

By minor repairs 233 

Square yards of concrete laid 11, 569 

Total buildings rat-proofed 885 

Total buildings rat-proofed to date 22, 231 

Number of abatements 301 

Number of abatements to date 10, 355 

LABORATORY OPERATIONS. 

Rodents examined 3, 279 

Mus norvegicus 1, 420 

Mus rattus 93 

Mus alexandrinus 125 

Mus rausculus 3, 560 

Unclassified 1, 470 

Putrid 84 

Total rodents received at laboratory C, 665 

Number of suspicious rats 16 

Plaguerate confirmed 2 



Rodent cases. 



Case 
No. 


Address. 


Captured. 


Diagnosis 
confirmed. 


Treatment of premises. 


230 




Feb. 17,19151 
Feb. 12,1915' 


Fob. 18,1915 
Feb. 19,1915 


Intensive trapping. 






Do. 









> Found dead. 



Last ease of human plague, October. 4, 1914 
Last case of rodent plague, February 19, 1915. 
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Suspicious human cases examined — I 

Number of human plague cases 

Total number of rodents captured to Fob. 20 271,641 

Total number of rodents examined to Feb. 20 211,836 

Total cases of rodent plague to Feb. 20, by species: 

Mus museums • 4 

Musrattus 10 

Mus alexandrinus 9 

Mus norvegicus 202 

Total rodent cases to Feb. 20 231 

WASHINGTON— SEATTLE. 



The following report of plague-prevention work at Seattle for the 
week ended February 13, 1915, was received from Surg. Lloyd, of the 
United States Public Health Service, in charge of the work: 



KAT PROOFING. 

New buildings inspected 59 

Basements concreted, new buildings (square 

feet, 18,270) 9 

Floors concreted, new buildings (square feet, 

47,280) 18 

Yards, etc., concreted, new structures (square 

feet,3,570) 8 

Sidewalks concreted, new structures (square 

feet, 49,280). 
Total concrete laid, new structures (square 

feet, 118,400). 

New buildings elevated 7 

New premises rat proofed, concrete 27 

Buildings razed 5 

WATER FKONT. 

Vessels inspected and histories recorded 15 

Vessels fumigated 5 

Sulphur used, pounds 3,025 

New rat guards installed 24 



water fkokt— continued. 



Fumigation certificates issued. . . 

Canal Zone certificates issued 

Port sanitary statements issued. 



5 
2 
35 



LABORATORY and rodent operations. 



26 

419 

9 



Dead rodents received 

Rodents trapped and killed 

Rodents recovered after fumigation 

Total 454 

Rodents examined for plague infection 372 

Rodents proven plague infected Nono. 

Poison distributed, pounds 14 



CLASSIFICATION OF RODENTS. 



Musrattus 

Mus alexandrinus . 
Mus norvegicus. . . 

Musmusculus 

Shrews 



3 

76 

318 

46 

2 



The usual day and night patrol was maintained to enforce rat guarding and fending. 

Rodents examined in Bellingham. 

Mus norvegicus trapped 27 

Mus norvegicus found dead 4 

Mus alexandrinus trapped 8 

Mus musculus trapped 5 

Total 44 

Rodents examined for plague infection 44 

Rodents proven plague infected 
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HAWAII. 

The following reports of plague-prevention work in Hawaii were 

received from Surg. Trotter, of the United States Public Health 

Service : 

Honolulu. 

WEEK ENDED FEB. 0, 1915. 



Total rats and mongoose taken 480 

Rats trapped 404 

Mongoose trapped 12 

Rats killed by sulphur dioxide 4 

Examined microscopically 4C9 



Showing plague infection 

Classification of rats trapped: 

Mus alexandrinus 

Mus musculus 

Mus norvegieus 

Mus rattus 





208 
17!) 
68 
21 



Classification of rats killed by sulphur 
dioxide: 
Mus rattus 4 

Average number of traps set daily 1 , 083 

Cost per rat destroyed, 18J cents. 

Last case rat plague, Aiea, 9 miles from Honolulu, 
Apr. 12, 1910. 

Last case human plague, Honolulu, July 12, 1910. 

Last case rat plague, Kalopa stable, Paauhau, 
Hawaii, Aug. 29, 1914. 

Last case human plague, I'aauh3u Landing, Ha- 
waii, Aug. 17, 1914. 



Hilo. 



WEEK ENDED JAN. 23, 1915 



Rats and mongoose taken 2, f 21 

Rats trapped 2, 744 

Rats found dead 24 

Mongoose taken 53 

Rats and mongoose examined macrcsccpi- 
cally 2,521 



Rats and mongoose plague infected 

Classification of rats trapped and fcund dead: 

Mus norvegieus 595 

Mus alexandrinus 43D 

Mus rattus £52 

Mus musculus £90 



WEEK ENDED JAN. 30, 1913. 



Rats and mongoose taken 3, 060 

Rats trapped 3,009 

Eats found dead 13 

Mongoose taken 3S 

Rats and mongoose examined macroscopi- 

cally 

Rats and mengoose examined microscopi- 
cally 

Rats and mongoose examined bacteriolcgi- 
cally 



3, ceo 



Rats and mengoose plague infected 

Classification of rats trapped and found dead: 

Mus norvegieus C02 

Mus alexandrinus 477^ 

Mus rattus 1,01-5 

Mus musculus 923 

Last case of rat plague, Paauhau Sugar Co., 
Aug. 29, 1914. 

Last case of human plague, 1'aauhau Sugar 
Co., Aug. 16, 1914. 



PORTO RICO. 



The following is a report of the examination of rodents in Porto 
Rico for possible plague infection: 



Period. 


Rats. 


Mice. 


Mongooss. 


Nov 21 28, 1914 


590 
1.105 
1,113 


135 
169 
249 




Dec 5-25 1914 




Dec 26 1914 Jan. 29, 1915 


1 








Total 


2,868 


553 


1 







The rodents examined were collected in 10 localities in the island 
as follows: Arecibo, Caguas, Carolina, Catano, Ponce, Puerta do 
Tierra, Rio de Piedras, San Juan, and Santurco. No plague-infected 
rodent was found. 
48 



